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Unit cuts

1ts hours
= due to staff
shortage

NHS Highland has temporarily

reduced the opening hours of

Caithness General Hospital’'s

maternity unit due to staff
shortages. 0

The community midwifery unit
normally operates between 8am
2 and 8pm.

Since

Bid to
height

/ Monday,
0" the unit
. Hospital L has
| reduced
T —— (1S OIS
to 9am-5pm, Monday to Sunday. ?
NHS Highland said Raigmore

Hospital's labour suite in Inverness
would triage calls outwith these
hours. Caithness midwives will
continue to provide out-ofhours
cover and support local births,
Mary Burnside, NHS Highland’s
depute director of midwifery, said:
“We want to reassure all pregnant
women and their families living
in Caithness that this change will
not impact on the level of care or
support provided by Caijthn
General Hospital, f
“This is a temporary measure due
) staff shortages. The service will be
Ipported by the Raigmore Hospital
aternity team and a Caithness-
sed midwife out of hours.”
IHS Highland were unable to say
n the service might return to its
1al hours.
acting to the announcement,
ness Health Action Team
2d: “Maternity is not a 9-5
. Is this a fair and reasonable
for Caithness mothers and
o

ensure public access to
the core path network at
Limekiln Forest during
THE developers behind the construction work.
Limekiln wind farm near There was an outcry last
Reay want to make the tur- November at the prospect
bines taller. of walkers being banned

Energy firms Infinergy from the 7.8km core path
and Boralex already have for two years.
consent for 21 turbines  Infinergy and Boralex
and have applied for per- say scoping for a variation
mission to construct five to the current Section 36
more. consent will be submitted

But now they want to in- to the planning authori-
crease the tip heights of the: ties in the coming weeks
21-turbine scheme to align  “which will seek to bring a
with the proposed exten- number -of improvements
sion - which would mean  to the project’
structures of up to 149.9m The extension is subject
across the site as awhole. toa public inquiry.

At the same time, they = Infinergy managing di-
have come up with a re- rector Esbjorn  Wilmar
vised track design to said: “Having  started

By Alan Hendry
alan.hendry@hnmedia.co.uk
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If approved, Limekiln turbines would be nearly 150m;

wind farm
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ccess to the

The Limekiln wind farm developersull\:i\éea
a revised track design to ensur;:cuon
core path network during cons/ >

He added: “The pro-
posed change in the way
grid charges are applied
to existing and new trans-
mission connected pro-
jects in the UK will mean

: : A that projects furthest
CONSUNCHOR o Ssile Wit G e
tree-felling and enabling 2o A
works, it has become clear ©lectricity demand is, in
through dialogue with the tRE SoLich o the iy,
local community that our Will e a sharp increase
proposed solution to the m“gll)'ld_chzt:rge.s du& £
closure of the core paths mrlo;efc; 1:1‘ de 4
on site during the con- MOIth ol Scotland espe-

struction works was not Cially will see a_ severe

supported by local peo- Degative 1iml§)i;ct. While : Our planning
ple, local politicians or W are looxing to im- | expert believes
Highland Council, prove the track design, |

“An alteration to the W€ are also looking to : that these
track design looks to be the Icrease the energy yield i amendments
best solution which will al- oM the wind farm by i should force the

lowus tokeep the core path increasing tip heights in

open during construction e With our Limekiln

activities. This will, how- ©Xténsion project and

ever, require a variation fo zll’%l}’mg Sﬁeiof-me-art
the current consent and Ellne'ltle;ll ology.

as a consequence, we will twill allow us to gen-
have to submit a Section ©'3l¢ more renewable
36C planning application.” TURN TO PAGE 3

| original wind

i farm with its

i extensionto be |
; considered again :
i as a whole. ,
: Brenda Herrick
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